Not Just A Bad Day (Mark 11:12-14; 20-26) 
Proposition: Every scripture no matter how puzzling it may appear, is 
applicable to the life of mankind. This passage is no different. From it, 
we can take home with us some valuable instructions concerning our 
Saviour, our service, and our supplication. 

I. Recognize the Information Granted (Vs. 12) 

A. A Description of Jesus' Nature (Vs. 12-13c) 

B. A Determination of Jesus' Necessity (Vs. 13d-14) 

II. Respect the Injunction Gleaned (Vs. 13d-14; 20-21) 

A. A Prophetic Injunction (Vs. 13d-14; 20-21) 

B. A Practical Injunction (Vs. 13d-14; 20-21) 

III. Receive the Insight Given (Vs. 22-26) 

A. The Object on whom Our Prayer Rests (Vs. 22) 

B. The Opportunity which Our Prayer Releases (Vs. 23-24) 

C. The Obstacle on which Our Prayer Wrecks (Vs. 25-26) 
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1) ...concerning our Saviour, our service, and our supplication. 


2) ...life as you and I. We see here his self-imposed limitations. 
One author wrote: "he was revealing diety to humanity and 
how els could he do that except om human terms, a human 
body, human limitations, and a human life lived among men." 
This is as far as we dare trod on this subject. 


1) ...This miracle alone is completely negative. It is a drastic 
judgment. On the merits of this alone we must give it 
extraordinary attention. 

2) ...Nahum 3:12 All thy strong holds shall be like fig trees with the 
firstripe figs... Hosea 9:10 I found Israel like grapes in the 
wilderness; I saw your fathers as the firstripe in the fig tree at 
her first time... 


3) ...tree never to produce fruit. So this great temple of the God of 
Israel would produce no more fruit! 


4) John 15:6 If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, 
and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the 
fire, and they are burned. 

5) ...fruitful? 
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1) ...Jesus is saying: constantly be trusting God; live in an attitude 
of dependence on Him 


2) ...that our hearts are right with God and that we want to obey 
His will and this makes it possible for the Father to hear us and 
to answer prayer: Psalms 66:18 If I regard iniquity in my heart, 
the Lord will not hear me: 


